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The . following  is  a verbatim  translation  of  remarks  by  the 
Voyennaya  Mysl  editors  which  appeared  in  the  initial  issue  of  the 
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Collection. 


From  the  Editor 


With  a view  to  activating  theoretical  discussions  of  the  most 
important  and  pressing  problems  of  Soviet  military  science,  and  above 
all  of  military  art,  according  to  the  decision  of  the  Minister  of 
Defense  of  the  USSR,  Ifershal  of  the  Soviet  Union  R.  Ya.  Ifelinovskiy, 
in  addition  to  the  Secret  Collection  of  the  Journal  "Military  Thought" 
which  is  being  published  at  present,  a Special  Collection  stamped 
"Top  Secret"  is  being  initiated. 

The  leading  personnel  of  our  Armed  Forces,  from  the  troops, 
military  academies,  the  chief  and  central  directorates,  and  the 
General  Staff,  are  invited  to  write  articles  for  this  Collection. 

Obviously  the  leading  personnel  of  the  Soviet  Army  and  Navy,  who 
have  the  best  theoretical  preparation,  the  greatest  practical  eaqperience, 
and  the  widest  horizons,' 'can  contribute  mdst  to~the  development  of 
Soviet  military  theory  in  the  light  of  the  requirements  of  modern 
warfare . 

This  Collection  will  be  sent  to  a limited  circle  of  officials, 
from  army  commander  upward  according  to  a special  list. 

The  creation  of  a new  Collection  was  dictated  by  the  desire  to 
ensure  responsible  authors  of  an  opportunity  to  express  their  ideas, 
proposals,  and  critical  remarks  on  all  immediate  problems  of  military 
theory  in  a more  restricted  circle,  which  would  he  difficult  to  do 
in  other  printed  organs. 

The  Collection  should  be  regarded  as  a continuing  forum  for 
articles,  in  its  way,  a military-theoretical  conference  by  correspondence. 

The  fundamental  methodology  of  articles  on  the  pages  of  the 
Collection  she  aid  be  sharp,  controversial,  and  forcefully  argued 
formulation  of  the  most  vital  theoretical  problems  and  a creative 
discussion  of  them.  Depending  on  the  elaboration  and  clarity,  of  the 
various  natters  discussed,  there  will  be  published  conclusive  articles 
which  we  propose  to  invite  the  most  competent  individuals,  collectives 
of  creative  authors,  and,  when  necessary,  official  organs,  to  write. 

The  most  urgent  task  of  our  military-theoretical  thought  is  to 
overcome  certain  antiquated  views,  and  to  scrutinize  boldly,  on  the 
basis  of  a feeling  for  new  developments,  the  changes  taking  place  in 
military  affairs.  Such  an  approach  will  assure  the  clear  understanding 
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science,  and  vigorous,  creative  elaboration  of  pressing,  new  problems 
of  military  art  as  regards  strategy,  operational  art,  and  tactics,  as 
well  as  problems  regarding  the  structure  and  organization  of  the  Armed 
Forces  and  of  the  development  of  military  equipment. 

Military-theoretical  thought  should  look  ahead  boldly,  vigorously 
pave  the  way  to  the  new  and  progressive,  refute  decisively  preconceived 
points  of  view,  and  evaluate  critically  the  experience  of  the  past. 

As  N.  S.  Khrushchev  emphasized,  ".Older  modern  conditions,  wars 
will  not  be  waged  as  before  and  they  will  hardly  be  comparable  to  ' 
former  wars."  These  new  aspects  of  modern  warfare,  and  their  dis- 
similarity to  previous  wars,  indicate  with  conclusive  force  the 
necessity  which  has  arisen  of  examining  from  all  aspects  the  qualitative 
changes  which  have  occurred  in  military  affairs.  It  is  necessary  to 
define  the  trends  of  their  “further  development,  to  subject  to  a serious 
and  decisive  review  the  established  theoretical  viewpoints  regarding 
questions  of  the  conduct  of  war  and  military  operations  of  all  scales, 
of  training,  organization,  equipping  of  the  Armed  Forces,  and  the 
gamut  of  other  similar  questions,  the  understanding  of  which  has  been 
predicated  up  to  now  to  a significant  degree  on  the  experience  of  the 
last  war. 

It  is  envisaged  that  the  theme  of  the  Collection  will  be  to  exanine 
problems  relative  to  the  nature  of  modern  warfare,  methods  and  forms 
of  conducting  armed  combat,  the  use  in  it  of  all  modern  scientific  - 
technical  potentialities  and  means,  of  the  types  of  Armed  Forces 
individually  and  in  coordination,  and  the  employment  of  various  means 
of  mass  destruction. 

Particular  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  examination  of  the 
nature,  preparation,  and  conduct  of  operations  of  all  types,  particularly 
missile,  under  the  various  conditions  of  the  probable  theaters  of  war 
(TVD),  and  the  strategic,  operational,  and  combat  employment  of  missile 
large  units  and  units.  It  is  necessary  to  elaborate  on  offensive  and 
defensive  operations  of  formations  of  the  ground  forces,  air  forces, 
the  navy,  troops  of  the  PVO,  and  airborne  troops,  with  exposition  of 
those  features  and  peculiarities  which  the  use  of  the  means  of  mass 
destruction  and  the  conduct  of  missile  operations  Inject'  into  modern 
armed  combat. 

It  is  necessary  to  have  an  over-all  analysis  of  the  problem  of 
modern  combat  with  due  regard  to  that  particular  influence  which  will 
be  exerted  on  it  by  modern  means  of  combat  which  will  be  employed  by 
the  higher  command  in  the  interest  of  conducting  operations  and  the 
war  as  a whole.- 
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' Particularly  worthy  of  serious  study  and  detailed  elaboration  are 
the  problems  of  operational  and  combat  support,  among  others,  intelligence, 
protection  of  troops  from  the  means  of  mass  destruction,  and  radio 
countermeasures. 

A large  part  of  the  pages  of  the  Collection  should  be  taken  up  by 
questions  regarding  the  control  of  troops  throughout  all  elements  and 
echelons.  Problems  related  to  these  questions  are  particularly  important 
because  the  greater  independence  of  action  of  strategic  groupings  in 
the  TVD,  operational  formations,  and  tactical  large  units  and  units', 
complicates  to  a great  degree,  and  gives  'special  features  to,  the 
control  of  troops.  Also  entering  into  the  framework  of  these  questions 
is  elaboration  on  the  best  forms  of  organizing  the  organs  of  control 
in  all  areas,  the  methods  of  their  work,  equipping  and  outfitting, 
using  various  means  of  automation,  and  problems  of  planning  military 
operations . 

It  is  very  important  to  analyze  as  carefully  as  possible,  and  to 
elaborate,  problems  relative  to  the  organization  of  the  modern  Armed 
Forces  rear,  of  the  field  army  and  operational  and  tactical  groupings 
of  troops,  from  the  point  of  view  of  maintaining  uninterrupted  supply 
to  the  troops  of  all  necessary  support  for  combat  and  life  under 
conditions  of  continuous  and  powerful  action  against  the  rear  by  the 
combat  means  of  the  enemyj  and  the  related  problems  of  defense  and 
protection  of  the  rear  and  the  coordination  of  operations  in  this  area 
between  the  Armed  Forces  and  civilian  organizations . Also  belonging 
to  this  group  of  questions  is  the  problem  of  the  preparation  of  the 
theaters  of  war  and  material  reserves  of  all  types  and  designations. 

It  is  necessary,  on  the  basis  of  profound  analysis  of  the  methods 
and  forms  of  modem  military  warfare,  to  study  and  develop  proposals 
for  the  future  make-up  of  the  Armed  Forces  and  their  organizational 
structure  at  all  levels,  and  questions  of  the  organization  and 
methodology  of  training  troops  and  command  cadres. 

Great  importance  may  be  attributed  to  proposals  for  further 
development  of  military  technology,  weapons  systems,  correlation  of 
various  types  of  weapons,  vehicles,  and  mechanisms,  and  recommendations 
for  further  improvement  of  the  old,  and  designs  of  new,  models,  based 
on  the  trends  of  development  of  technology. 


The  editors  turn  to  the  readers  of  the  Collection,  who  should 
actually  be  its  authors,  with  the  request  to  participate  widely  and 
actively  in  the  work  of  this  publication  and  to  submit  articles  which 
pose  important  problems  and, which  propose  realistic  solutions. 
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Taking  into  account  the  limited  size  of  the  Collection,  the  editors 
request  the  authors  to  make  the  articles  as  short  as  possible,  to  avoid 
redundancies  and  the  commonplace,  and  at  the  same  time,  to  argue 
convincingly  their  stated  positions. 

The  Collection,  with  a volume  of  8 to  10  quires,  will  be  issued 
periodically.  In  the  current  year,  it  is  proposed  to  publish  4-5  issues. 
In  this  first  issue  of  the  Collection  are  included  articles  which  are 
most  suited  to  the  goals  of  this  publication  , chosen  from  articles 
received  previously  by  the  editors. 


Prom  the  Editor 


Articles  of  the  Special  Collection  of  the  Journal  "Military  Thought" 
(Voyennaya  Jfysl)  are  published  as  a discussion  and  express  only  the 
opinion  of  the  authors  on  the  subjects  which  are  broached. 

All  articles  for  the  Collection,  as  well  as  inquiries  regarding 
its  publication,  comments  on  published  materials,  and  remarks  regarding 
them,  should  be  sent  to  the  chief  editor  of  the  Journal  "Military 
Thought',1  following  the  rules  for  transmittal  of  Secret  materials,  y 

The  present  issue  of  the  Special  Collection  of  Articles  of  the  v 
Journal  "Military  Thought"  is  being  distributed  to  army  conmanders  and  s 
higher,  according  to  a special  list. 


t 


Chief  Editor  General-Leytenant  Radetskiy,  N.A. 
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